God's Master Plan Bible Study

Lesson 7 – Law – The Tabernacle & Day of Atonement

God's Master Plan #7 – Law –The Tabernacle & Day of Atonement


We concluded our previous lesson about the laws of Moses with the realization that the New Testament teaches that the Law's purpose was to bring us to Christ and teach about Him.  This concept where an actual Old Testament activity, object, or person foreshadows and teaches us about something to come in the New Testament is called by Bible Scholars, "typology."  Looking back through history, gives us a unique perspective on what God was doing throughout the ages, and we can often look back and see that certain aspects of God's plan were a foreshadowing or a "type" of what was to come.  In studying the "type" we more thoroughly understand the "real."  In all of scripture, there is no greater type of Jesus Christ than in the Tabernacle of Moses.  In this lesson, we will learn about the Tabernacle and see how it not only typifies who Jesus is, but also the correct way to approach Him!  

Ex 25:1-7 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 " Tell the sons of Israel to raise a contribution for Me; from every man whose heart moves him you shall raise My contribution. 3 "This is the contribution which you are to raise from them: gold, silver and bronze, 4 blue, purple and scarlet material, fine linen, goat hair, 5 rams' skins dyed red, porpoise skins, acacia wood, 6 oil for lighting, spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense, 7 onyx stones and setting stones for the ephod and for the breastpiece. 

Before leaving Israel, God had commanded the Israelites to ask their Egyptian neighbors for all sorts of jewelry, cloths, and linens
 (Exodus 11:2).  Now that the Law had been given, God commanded Moses to take up a "freewill" offering of all of the spoils of Egypt.  This was to be a special offering for a specific purpose:

Ex 25:8-9 "Let them construct a sanctuary for Me, that I may dwell among them. 9 " According to all that I am going to show you, as the pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of all its furniture, just so you shall construct it.  

Unlike previous eras, God was now going to live permanently among His people!  This dwelling place, called "The Tabernacle of Moses," was the first "house of God" or "church building ever built
.  From the 25th chapter of Exodus through the 30th chapter of Exodus, we find that God gives detailed instructions and blueprints for His dwelling place and for the furniture that would be placed inside
.  How exciting that it must have been for the people of God to realize that the pillar of God's presence would not depart but live among them in the Tabernacle!  
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Ex 27:9-10 "You shall make the court of the tabernacle. On the south side there shall be hangings for the court of fine twisted linen one hundred cubits long for one side; 10 and its pillars shall be twenty, with their twenty sockets of bronze; the hooks of the pillars and their bands shall be of silver. 

These plans for the "court of the tabernacle" were not for the actual building itself, but referred to a fenced courtyard that would surround the tabernacle building.  Wooden pillars would support a fence of "fine twisted linen" which would be hung upon each pillar in sockets of bronze.  The hooks for each curtain would be of silver and for the south and north walls, the long sides, there would twenty pillars per side. 

Ex 27:16-18 "For the gate of the court there shall be a screen of twenty cubits, of blue and purple and scarlet material and fine twisted linen, the work of a weaver, with their four pillars and their four sockets. 17 "All the pillars around the court shall be furnished with silver bands with their hooks of silver and their sockets of bronze. 18 "The length of the court shall be one hundred cubits, and the width fifty throughout, and the height five cubits of fine twisted linen, and their sockets of bronze.

On one end of the courtyard, a door flap of fine, woven material colored blue, purple, and red would be placed.  This door was the only entrance into the courtyard.  The “cubit” was a Biblical unit of measurement about 18 inches in length, so the door was 30 feet wide.  The entire court was a rectangular-shaped enclosure that measured 150 feet by 75 feet.  The linen wall was 7 ½ feet tall, preventing onlookers easily seeing inside the enclosure.  Only Israelites were allowed to enter into this courtyard and a "doorkeeper," a Levitical priest, was stationed at the door at all times to ensure that this rule was kept.        

Within the courtyard, situated toward the rear of the enclosure, was the Tabernacle building itself.  Walking through the courtyard door, an Israelite would encounter two objects before they reached the Tabernacle building, the Brazen Altar and the Brazen Laver.  
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Ex 27:1-2, 4-7 "And you shall make the altar of acacia wood, five cubits long and five cubits wide; the altar shall be square, and its height shall be three cubits. 2 "You shall make its horns on its four corners; its horns shall be of one piece with it, and you shall overlay it with bronze. 4 "You shall make for it a grating of network of bronze, and on the net you shall make four bronze rings at its four corners. 5 "You shall put it beneath, under the ledge of the altar, so that the net will reach halfway up the altar. 6 "You shall make poles for the altar, poles of acacia wood, and overlay them with bronze. 7 "Its poles shall be inserted into the rings, so that the poles shall be on the two sides of the altar when it is carried. 

In the Era of Law, blood sacrifices were to now be offered upon this Brazen Altar.  The altar was a square that measured 7 ½ feet by 7 ½ feet.  Measuring 4 ½ feet high and covered with brass, the altar had horns on each corner to which the sacrifice could be firmly tied, a removable grill upon which the sacrifice was laid, and poles that were used to carry it when traveling.  It essentially functioned as a huge grill and was the first item encountered upon entering the court reemphasizing the importance of the blood sacrifice for sinful man to even get near God’s holy presence!

Ex 30:17-18 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 18 "You shall also make a laver of bronze, with its base of bronze, for washing; and you shall put it between the tent of meeting and the altar, and you shall put water in it. 
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Placed between the Brazen Altar and the Door to the Tabernacle building itself, was huge brass basin called the Brazen Laver
.  This laver held water and was a place of washing.  God further decreed:

Ex 30:19-21 "Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and their feet from it; 20 when they enter the tent of meeting, they shall wash with water, so that they will not die; or when they approach the altar to minister, by offering up in smoke a fire sacrifice to the LORD. 21 "So they shall wash their hands and their feet, so that they will not die; and it shall be a perpetual statute for them, for Aaron and his descendants throughout their generations." 

Once a priest had offered a blood sacrifice upon the Brazen Altar, he then had to wash his hands and feet in the water of the Brazen Laver before they entered into the Tabernacle building.  If they failed to perform this simple washing, God would cause them to die!  Verse 21 states that this washing was to be a "perpetual statute," in other words, a rule that would be in place for forever.  As we will see, properly approaching God even today still involves a washing of water.  

Ex 26:1, 7, 14-16 Moreover you shall make the tabernacle with ten curtains of fine twisted linen and blue and purple and scarlet material; you shall make them with cherubim, the work of a skillful workman. . . . 7 "Then you shall make curtains of goats' hair for a tent over the tabernacle; you shall make eleven curtains in all. . . . 14 "You shall make a covering for the tent of rams' skins dyed red and a covering of porpoise skins above. 15 Boards and Sockets "Then you shall make the boards for the tabernacle of acacia wood, standing upright. 16 "Ten cubits shall be the length of each board and one and a half cubits the width of each board. 
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The walls of the tabernacle would consist of boards 15 feet high and 2 ¼ feet wide standing on end.  The tabernacle was a rectangle measuring 20 boards by 6 boards with doubled boards in the corners, making the tabernacle a structure that was 45 feet long and 13 ½ feet wide.  The boards were covered with gold and on the inside of the boards hung beautiful woven linen of blue, purple, and red that had elaborate cherubims woven into them
.  
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The exterior of the tabernacle was weatherproofed with a layer of skins beginning with goat.  Upon the goatskin was a layering of red-dyed ram’s skins and upon that a final layer of "porpoise skins."  While the inside was beautifully adorned, the outside was rather inconspicuous and to appreciate the beauty of this building one had to view the inside.  Entrance into the Tabernacle was restricted to Levitical priests only, so most Jews never actually saw the splendor or the interior.  
Ex 26:31-33 "You shall make a veil of blue and purple and scarlet material and fine twisted linen; it shall be made with cherubim, the work of a skillful workman. 32 "You shall hang it on four pillars of acacia overlaid with gold, their hooks also being of gold, on four sockets of silver. 33 "You shall hang up the veil under the clasps, and shall bring in the ark of the testimony there within the veil; and the veil shall serve for you as a partition between the holy place and the holy of holies. 

The Tabernacle's interior was divided into two rooms by a large veil that hung upon four posts toward the rear of the building.  The first, larger room that was first entered into by the exterior door was called the "holy place" because this is where the priests served and ministered.  The square room behind the veil was called the "holy of holies" because it would be here that the presence of God would dwell.  All Levitical priests could enter into the Holy Place, but only the High Priest could go behind the veil and into the Holy of Holies, and the High Priest could only do so once a year on the sacred Day of Atonement
.        
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Ex 25:23-24, 29-30 "You shall make a table of acacia wood, two cubits long and one cubit wide and one and a half cubits high. 24 "You shall overlay it with pure gold and make a gold border around it. 29 "You shall make its dishes and its pans and its jars and its bowls with which to pour drink offerings; you shall make them of pure gold. 30 "You shall set the bread of the Presence on the table before Me at all times. 

Within the Holy Place were three furnishings, each with a unique purpose.  Upon entering from the outside, immediately to the right was the "Table of Shewbread" which was 3 feet long by 1 ½ foot wide and 2 ¼ feet high
.  The table was overlaid with gold and had dishes, spoons, and utensils that were also pure gold.  Every Sabbath, fresh-baked loaves of bread sprinkled with frankincense was placed upon the table for the priests to eat while in the Holy Place
.
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Ex 25:31-32 "Then you shall make a lampstand of pure gold. The lampstand and its base and its shaft are to be made of hammered work; its cups, its bulbs and its flowers shall be of one piece with it. 32 " Six branches shall go out from its sides; three branches of the lampstand from its one side and three branches of the lampstand from its other side. . . . 37 "Then you shall make its lamps seven in number; and they shall mount its lamps so as to shed light on the space in front of it. 38 "Its snuffers and their trays shall be of pure gold. 39 "It shall be made from a talent of pure gold, with all these utensils. 

Upon entering the Holy Place, to the left, across from the Table of Shewbread was a tremendous lampstand made from pure gold.  Commonly referred to by scholars as the "Golden Candlestick," it actually used oil lamps to give light
.  The limbs of the Golden Candlestick were modeled in the three-fold motif of the natural development of the almond tree:  a blossom, a bulb, and then the flower.  As there were no windows in the Tabernacle, the light from the Golden Candlestick was absolutely vital for the priests to be able to see their way in ministering to God through their priestly duties.  The Candlestick was formed out of "one talent" of pure gold, which would roughly be worth a little over $33,000 today!  It is the only major furniture in the Tabernacle that was formed from pure gold only, with most of the other furniture pieces being formed of wood with overlaid metal.  The first thing that the priest on duty did each morning was to light the lamps, and the last action of the priest each evening before going home was to extinguish the lamps.  
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Ex 30:1-3 "Moreover, you shall make an altar as a place for burning incense; you shall make it of acacia wood. 2 "Its length shall be a cubit, and its width a cubit, it shall be square, and its height shall be two cubits; its horns shall be of one piece with it. 3 "You shall overlay it with pure gold, its top and its sides all around, and its horns; and you shall make a gold molding all around for it. 

A second, smaller altar was inside the Holy place of the Tabernacle.  A square of 1½ foot, the altar was 3 feet high.  It was covered in gold and had four horns and a "gold crown" around the top.     

Ex 30:6-8 "You shall put this altar in front of the veil that is near the ark of the testimony, in front of the mercy seat that is over the ark of the testimony, where I will meet with you. 7 "Aaron shall burn fragrant incense on it; he shall burn it every morning when he trims the lamps. 8 "When Aaron trims the lamps at twilight, he shall burn incense. There shall be perpetual incense before the LORD throughout your generations. 

This altar was known as the Altar of Incense and upon it "perpetual" incense was to be burnt.  The Altar of Incense was placed before the veil and thus before the presence of God, and incense was kept burning continually as a form of petition and praise to God.  The next-to-last action of the priest before going home each evening was to place more incense upon the coals of this altar.  In the morning, after lighting the Golden Candlestick, the priest would then add more incense to ensure that it never went out.   

Ex 25:10-11 They shall construct an ark of acacia wood two and a half cubits long, and one and a half cubits wide, and one and a half cubits high. 11 "You shall overlay it with pure gold, inside and out you shall overlay it, and you shall make a gold molding around it. 

Within the Holiest of Holies behind the veil, there was only one piece of furniture, the Ark of the Covenant
.  The Ark of the Covenant was box 3 ¾ feet long and 2 ¼ feet wide and high.  Within this box, were placed three items:  the Ten Commandments, Aaron's rod that had miraculously budded, and a pot of manna
.       
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Ex 25:17-22 "You shall make a mercy seat of pure gold, two and a half cubits long and one and a half cubits wide. 18 "You shall make two cherubim of gold, make them of hammered work at the two ends of the mercy seat. 19 "Make one cherub at one end and one cherub at the other end; you shall make the cherubim of one piece with the mercy seat at its two ends. 20 " The cherubim shall have their wings spread upward, covering the mercy seat with their wings and facing one another; the faces of the cherubim are to be turned toward the mercy seat. 21 " You shall put the mercy seat on top of the ark, and in the ark you shall put the testimony which I will give to you. 22 " There I will meet with you; and from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubim which are upon the ark of the testimony, I will speak to you about all that I will give you in commandment for the sons of Israel. 

Upon the Ark of the Covenant, sat a golden lid called "the mercy seat."  Two angels were formed out of the gold on either side of the ark.  The angels faced each other and their wings stretched up toward the middle and almost touched.  It was here in the space above the mercy seat between the two angels' wings, that God's visible presence, the shekina, resided.  The Ark of the Covenant represented God's throne upon earth!  

All priests could enter into the first, Holy Place of the Tabernacle, but only the High Priest, on one particular day a year, could enter into the Holy of Holies, and that special day was known as the "Day of Atonement."  

Lev 23:27-28 "On exactly the tenth day of this seventh month is the day of atonement; it shall be a holy convocation for you, and you shall humble your souls and present an offering by fire to the LORD. 28 "You shall not do any work on this same day, for it is a day of atonement, to make atonement on your behalf before the LORD your God. 

The Day of Atonement was always on the 10th day of the 7th month of the year.  To participate in the sacrificial offering of this day was mandatory for every person in Israel.  It was their "day of salvation" where a blood sacrifice was offered for their sins.  No longer was man to perform this sacrifice on an individual basis as in the days of Noah and Abraham, but now one blood sacrifice would collectively atone for all of the people's sins
.  

Lev 16:2-3 The LORD said to Moses: "Tell your brother Aaron that he shall not enter at any time into the holy place inside the veil, before the mercy seat which is on the ark, or he will die; for I will appear in the cloud over the mercy seat. 3 "Aaron shall enter the holy place with this: with a bull for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering. 

The details of this special Day of Atonement are found in the 16th chapter of Leviticus and serves to perfectly illustrate how the layout and furnishings of the Tabernacle were a foreshadowing of the plan of God to come.  From the 16th chapter of Leviticus, here is an overview of the ceremony of the Day of Atonement:

1.  Aaron, the High Priest, first offered a blood sacrifice for his own sin (16:3, 11-14).  This meant that he killed the bullock at the door of the outer court, offered it as a sacrifice upon the Brazen Altar.  He would then, with a reservoir of blood in one hand, proceed to the Brazen Laver, where he would wash the blood off of his hands and arms in the water, and change into a clean, white linen garments.  Picking up the cup of blood and a "golden censer,"
 he would then enter into the Holy Place, move past the Golden Candlestick and the Table of Shewbread, and pick up some coals from the Altar of Incense and place them in the golden censer.  Aaron would then place incense upon coals in the golden censer so that a cloud of incense would go before him into the presence of God
.  After he had done all of this, then Aaron would enter behind the veil into the presence of God Almighty.  He would take his finger and sprinkle the blood upon the east side of the mercy seat, and then sprinkle blood seven times on the ground before the mercy seat, to make atonement for his sin
.  He would then retrace his steps outside back to the outer door of the outer courts.        

2.  Aaron then took two goats at the door of the outer courts and "cast lots" for them (16:7-8)
.  From the goats' point of view, one was "lucky" and would become the scapegoat that was released alive and the other would become the "unlucky" one who would be the blood sacrifice for the sins of the people.  

3.  The "unlucky" goat was killed outside of the outer courts and then offered as a sacrifice upon the Brazen Altar (16:15-17).  Aaron then did again as he had done for his own sin sacrifice:  washing and changing at the Brazen Laver, entering into the Holy Place and taking a coal from the Altar of Incense into the golden censer, placing incense burning in the golden censer, entering behind the veil, sprinkling the blood upon and before the mercy seat, and then returning to the outer court.  This time, however, he brought the blood of the sacrifice and applied it to the four horns of the Brazen Altar outside symbolizing that this sacrifice was the atonement for all of the sin offerings that had been burnt throughout the year (16:18-19). 

4.  Aaron then took the "lucky goat" and placed both of his hands upon the head of the animal and confessed the sins and trespasses of the people from that year, symbolically transferring the sins to the animal.  The animal was then taken alive by a "fit man" into the wilderness and released.

Lev 16:30 for it is on this day that atonement shall be made for you to cleanse you; you will be clean from all your sins before the LORD. 

This elaborate ceremony made "atonement" or made provision for forgiveness of the people's sins and allowed them to receive forgiveness and mercy.  The Day of Atonement was only effective for one year, and simply "rolled their sins" ahead one year, because the next year, they would have to participate in the Day of Atonement again in order to find mercy.  But by following these steps, sinful man made peace with a holy God.  

The steps of the High Priest approaching God on the Day of Atonement, perfectly foreshadows the journey that we must take to come to God.

1.  Door of the Outer Court = Faith in Jesus Christ
Believing in Jesus Christ is the first step to beginning your journey toward God.  Jesus said:

John 10:9a "I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be saved, 

Our path of salvation must begin with faith in Jesus Christ.  Not all faiths are the same; Muhammad, Krishna, Buddha, and any other god cannot save us; we must enter through the door of faith in Jesus Christ!

2.  Brazen Altar = Repentance
After we believe in Jesus Christ and enter into the door of faith, we must repent of our sins and "die out" to our old sinful ways.  We do this at an altar of repentance where we ask God to forgive us and to give us a change of direction for our life (Acts 2:38; Luke 13:3; 1 Corinthians 15:31).

3.  Brazen Laver = Water Baptism
After we repent, we have our sinful past washed away and we are given a new "robe of righteous" when we are baptized in the name of Jesus by immersion in water (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16; 1 Peter 3:21; Acts 22:16; Revelation 7:14 to name but a few of the many scriptures on the subject)

4.  Golden Candlestick = Revelation of Truth
Just as the priests needed light to see how they should minister to God further, so do we need the light of truth to give illumination of the next steps that we should walk (John 8:12).  
5.  Table of Shewbread = Understanding and the receiving of the Word of God
The Word of God is the bread that brings strength and understanding and spiritual nourishment (Matthew 4:4).  We "digest" the Word by hearing scriptural preaching and teaching and by letting it remain within us.  Notice that just as the Table of Shewbread could not be clearly seen without the light from the Golden Candlestick, so do we need the revelation of the Spirit to help us to rightfully understand and apply the Word of God (1 Corinthians 2:10).  

6.  Altar of Incense = Prayer and Praise
It is our prayer and praise that ushers us into the presence of God and just as the incense was to never go out in the Tabernacle, so are we to never cease praying and praising God (Psalms 22:3; 34:1; 1 Thessalonians 5:17)

7.  Holy of Holies = Holy Ghost  

We must not stop short of the promises of God, but must enter into His presence.  It is no longer just the High Priest of Old Testament times who has access to God's presence, but now all of us can enter "boldly unto the throne of grace and find mercy" (Hebrews 4:16).  Unlike the Law of Moses, where they could only feel the presence of God, now we can receive the presence of God living within us, and our body literally becomes the Tabernacle of temple of the Holy Ghost (John 14:17-18; 1 Corinthians 6:19)!  In our approach to God, we cannot stop short of the Holy of Holies
.  
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It might be added here that just like Aaron had to then return to the Brazen Altar after entering into the Holy of Holies, so we must continue living a life of repentance and a lifestyle cleansed from sin after we receive the Holy Ghost.  The altar or repentance should remain a constant fixture in our lives!      

Throughout the Era of Law, this process of annual atonement was performed at the "House of the Lord," the Tabernacle of Moses.  After the children of Israel were in the Promised Land, God permitted Solomon to build a more elaborate, permanent tabernacle referred by bible scholars as "Solomon’s temple."  Despite the permanence of the structure and the much larger dimensions, within the Holy places and outer courts of this temple, all of the essential items and ceremonies were kept intact.  Because of Israel’s idolatry, this temple was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon and later rebuilt in smaller and inferior dimensions with the help of Zerubbabel and Ezra during the reign of Cyrus of Persia.  Hundreds of years later, when the Romans had ceased control of Israel, King Herod tried to appease the Jews by remodeling the temple into a much more elaborate structure.  Construction on "Herod's temple" began in 19 B.C. and the main building was finished in 9 B.C.  Herod's temple was the temple of Jesus’ time and was the one that He prophesied would be destroyed in the 24th chapter of the book of Matthew.  His prophecy came true in A. D. 70 when the Romans leveled the temple and, to this day, the Jews have no physical temple building.  Paul said that Spirit-filled believers are now the current temple of God in Grace (1 Corinthians 6:19).  In the end times the Antichrist will sit in a rebuilt Jewish temple claiming to be God (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4), and an angel gave John measurements of this temple in Revelations 11:1.  It is likely but not provable that in the future "Millennial Reign" of Christ, that the temple to which the prophet Ezekiel was given plans will be built (Ezekiel 40-42).  After the old earth and old heaven pass away at the end of time as we know it, the “New Jerusalem” will have no temple because the Lamb of God will be the temple (Rev. 21-22)! 

� "Tabernacle" refers to a structure that is portable.  A "temple" is a permanent-placed structure that is affixed to a foundation.  The house of God built by Moses was collapsible and easily moveable thus we call it the "tabernacle" of Moses.   


� The Brazen Laver was made from the donated, Egyptian "looking glasses" or mirrors (Exodus 38:8).  Because of this, many have wrongly assumed that the laver was mirror like around the edges or had mirrors applied to the side, forgetting that in those days, mirrors were made from highly polished bronze, and so the craftsman merely melted down the mirrors and formed a bronze bowl.  The reflective qualities referred to in Hebrews 4:12-14, was in reference to the reflection of the priest in the water, and not of any reflection in the laver piece itself.  





� "Cherubims" are two or four winged angels in scripture.


� What happened if a non-priest attempted to enter the Tabernacle?  When the King Uzziah did so, he was struck with leprosy by God and became an outcast for the remainder of his life until finally dying from the dreaded disease (2 Chronicles 26:18-21).  No one ever tried to unlawfully enter into the Holy of Holies, but had they attempted to do so, the punishment would have likely been instant death by fire from God (see Leviticus 10:1-2).      


� Sometimes also referred to as "the table of the bread of the Presence."  


� The Jewish Sabbath corresponds to our Friday Evening/Saturday morning.  


� Some people are confused by the use of the term "ark" to now refer to this piece of furniture when in their minds they are thinking "boat."  The Hebrew word for "ark" both here and in Noah's story simply means "box."  Noah's boat was little more than a pitched, enclosed box that floated, therefore the term is appropriate in both places.    


� God was revealing His plan even more exactly and preparing humanity for the day when the Lamb of God would pay the price for all sin by offering Himself once upon Calvary.  


� The "Golden Censer" was a glorified "shovel" to safely hold the coals of fire.  The golden one, was only used on this Day of Atonement, and if coals were transferred to the altar of incense any other day of the year, a "Silver Censer" was used.


� If he did not do this, then he "would die" (Leviticus 16:13).  God did not want to smell "flesh" in His presence.  


� "Casting lots" was the Biblical equivalent of "flipping a coin" to choose between the two sacrifices.  








Endnotes





� To the first thought of our modern-day frame of mind, this "spoiling of the Egyptians" seems like stealing, particularly in light of the wording of the KJV of Exodus 12:2 that they were to "borrow" from their Egyptian neighbors.  The original Hebrew here does not denote "borrowing" in the sense of promising to bring the articles back, but rather asking for possession of.  Apparently, the Hebrews simply asked for valuable stuff and verse 3 says that God gave them favor with the Egyptians, meaning that the Egyptians gladly gave the stuff to Israel.  It was not so much stealing as it was God working to cause the Egyptians to freely give of their valuables.  


        


� The plans given by God are extremely detailed, so much so that in this study, we will only be able to give the highlights.  There are Bible scholars who have devoted their entire lives to studying the typology of each little piece and part of the Tabernacle plan of Moses.  In this lesson, we are only trying to whet the student's appetite for greater depths of God's Word and are not trying to outline each possible foreshadowing of the Law.  For greater study, there are many excellent books readily available that detail much intricately the plan of God revealed through the type of the Tabernacle.    





� One of the "drawbacks" to the King James Version was that it often substituted 17th century British equivalents for Biblical culture.  This is most easily seen in the many references to "candles" and "candlesticks" throughout the King James Version Bible.  In Biblical times, it was not candles that was commonly used for light, but rather oil-burning lamps and every time the translation "candle" or "candlestick" is mentioned in the KJV, the original language really had the idea of a lamp.  From these unfortunate mistakes, has arisen the common name of "Golden Candlestick" to refer to what was in effect a multi-lamp stand for oil-burning lamps.  





� 1 Kings 8:9 gives us the startling announcement that "there was nothing in the ark except the Ten Commandments that Moses had put there" indicating that somewhere between the initial construction of the Tabernacle and the book of 1 Kings, the pot of manna and Aaron's rod that budded had been removed.  Where did they go?  In 1 Samuel 4:10-11, we find that the Philistines captured the Ark of the Covenant and tried to place it in their temples before the plagues from God caused them to give it back.  It is very likely that it was the Philistines that removed the two missing objects and there is a tremendous lesson in that revelation because the Philistines chose to take the pot of manna which represented the miraculous preservation and provision of God to His people, and they also took the rod that budded which symbolized God-given authority and power, but they wanted nothing to do with the written Word of God!  Even today, there are people who want the blessings and power of God but do not want to have to obey His Word.  Let the lesson of the Philistines forewarn such people:  their picking and choosing led to the loss of the presence of God.  God will not be separated from His Word.  Jesus said "why do you call me Lord, Lord, and not do the things I say? (Luke 6:46)  There will be many, in the day of judgment, who claimed to have the miraculous power of God and the authority of God but whom God "did not know" because they did not obey His Word (Matthew 7:21-23).  We must take heed to keep the Word of God in our life!          





� Nobody could be in the outer court or Tabernacle building while Aaron performed these sacred duties.  All of Israel would await the outcome of this day with bated breath outside of the outer door as if Aaron did anything wrong, then he would be killed and the blood sacrifice, which brought the mercy of God, would have been null and void.  There were bells upon the bottom of Aaron's robe and the sound of the moving of the bells would alert the onlookers of "all was going well" (Exodus 28:33; 39:25)  It has been preached and taught widely through some movements that there was a rope tied to the waist of Aaron, so if he did something wrong and was killed by God, that those outside could "pull the body" back to them.  This concept of a rope around the waist is not found in scripture and would have not been needed because most likely had Aaron been killed, then he would have been totally consumed by God's fury and there would have been nothing left to pull back!          





� It has been noted by scholars that nowhere in the Tabernacle plan is there a door or way of access provided through the veil into the Holy of Holies.  This fact, accompanied by the scriptural picture of the priest with one hand holding the blood and the other holding the golden censer, has led to curiosity of how exactly Aaron managed alone to get behind the veil and into the Holy of Holies.  It's possible that he simply lifted it or traversed around the side, but more than one Jewish rabbi has taught that God miraculously transported the High Priest through the veil to the other side.  If this is so, then a remarkable typology of receiving the Holy Ghost emerges from the Old Testament plan:  when you obey God's plan and do all that you can do, then God does what only God can do and fills you with the Holy Ghost!   It is God who does the final work!  
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